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Cartridge Cleaning Instructions

Note: This publication is to be used as a guide. The data within has been obtained from many sources and is considered to be accurate. Harmsco does not assume liability for the accuracy and/or 
completeness of this data. Changes to the data can be made without notification. Temperature, Pressure, Flow Rates, Differential Pressures, Chemical Combinations and other unknown factors can 
affect performance in unknown ways.  Limited Warranty: Harmsco warrants their products to be free of material and workmanship defects. Determination of suitability of Harmsco products for uses 
and applications contemplated by Buyer shall be the sole responsibility of Buyer. The end user/installer/buyer shall be liable for the product’s performance and suitability regarding their specific intended 
applications. End users should perform their own tests to determine suitability for each application.

HARMSCO®

Cleaning Instructions

Oils in aqueous solutions:
Soak cartridges in a solution of tri-sodium phosphate or similar strong detergent (2 lbs. to 10  
gallons of water). Soak up to 12 hours. Rinse after soaking.

Organic matter and algae in aqueous solution:
Use tri-sodium phosphate or similar strong detergent as described above, plus 1 pint of liquid 
chlorine to kill organic matter and algae. Soak cartridges 1 hour or longer until surface is no longer  
slippery. Rinse after soaking.

Calcium & mineral deposits:
Follow directions for oils described above. Rinse cartridges thoroughly for approximately 10  
minutes in a solution of one part muriatic acid to 20 parts of water. Rinse cartridge thoroughly 
with water.

Potable water application:
NSF Standard 60. Approved citric acid - refer to nsf.org

Cartridge Cleaning in Aqueous Applications
Clean cartridges with pressure nozzle using standard hose. Direct spray at an angle to remove particulate. 
Follow these directions for best results:

Harmsco® filter cartridges are cleanable and reusable in most applications and micron 
ratings. For best results, clean cartridges when pressure differential is 12-15 psi above 
start-up differential. If cartridges are to be replaced allow pressure differential to climb 
to 25-30 psi above start-up differential or when flow has diminished to an unacceptable 
level, indicating cartridge is at capacity.

Caution:
Do not rinse cartridges with acid until oils and organic matter are removed. Use detergent first and follow with acid soak 
for mineral removal. Flush cartridges with water after muriatic or tri-sodium phosphate baths. Generally it is not possible 
to clean Harmsco® cartridges when filtering petroleum-based liquids, toxic substances and when using one micron and  
sub-micron cartridges.


